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Who is Material 
Focus?



Material Focus is an independent, not-for-profit 
organisation on a mission to save valuable, critical 
and finite materials from going to waste.

Together with partners we are transforming the UK’s 
e-waste system, and empowering more people to fix, 
donate, sell and recycle their electricals. For the good 
of people, our economy and our planet. 

We are funded through the UK’s Extended Producer 
Responsibility regulations.



E-waste and the 
issue of vapes



www.materialfocus.org.uk

What is electrical waste?

Electrical waste/ e-waste is also known as Waste electrical and electronic equipment 
(WEEE).

● Most e-waste contains toxic chemicals and is classified as hazardous waste.

● If not handled properly at end-of-life they pose a major threat to the environment, 
human health, society, and costs the UK economy through losing precious 
resources.

● Recovering materials like steel, aluminium, copper, gold, silver, lithium and 
plastics means that we reduce demand for new materials that come from mining 
and drilling and therefore protects land and sea environments.

E-waste is one of the fastest growing sources of waste in the world - and in the UK.

● 103,000 tonnes of e-waste are thrown away each year by households.

● We have 880 million old electricals stashed away in UK homes.

Binning vapes adds to e-waste. Anything with a plug, battery, or cable (including 
vapes) should always be recycled at a minimum and should never be binned.

Laws requiring producers and retailers to finance and support collection and recycling 
of electrical and portable battery products at end-of-life have been in place for 15 
years.

E-waste is one of the 
fastest growing 
sources of waste in the 
world. Source: Material Focus research

https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/uk-electrical-waste-challenges-opportunities-2023/
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https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/uk-electrical-waste-challenges-opportunities-2023/
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https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/battery-waste-regulations-industry-briefing/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/battery-waste-regulations-industry-briefing/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/uk-electrical-waste-challenges-opportunities-2023/


The lithium inside vapes thrown away every year 
could instead power 10,127 electric vehicle batteries.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-product-safety-and-standards
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/medicines-and-healthcare-products-regulatory-agency
https://www.tradingstandards.uk/
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Vape producer 
responsibilities
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If you put EEE on the 
UK market you must 
follow rules on both the 
EEE you sell and the 
EEE that becomes 
waste (WEEE).

Who are EEE producers?

The first UK registered company who places EEE on the market is the ‘producer’.

You’re a producer of EEE in the UK if you:

● Manufacture and sell EEE under your own brand in the UK.

● Resell equipment made by someone else under your own brand. (If the maker’s 
brand appears on the equipment they are the producer.)

● Import EEE on a commercial basis into the UK.

● Are established outside of the UK and supply EEE directly to the UK market by 
distance selling (for instance online, mail order, by phone).

You are not a producer if you buy an item of EEE abroad and bring it into the UK for 
your own use.

What is EEE?
Vapes are ‘dependent on electric currents’ to fulfil their basic function and are 
therefore classed as EEE.
EEE is not just mains-powered equipment, but can be battery, wind, or solar powered.
To decide if any other products you may produce are EEE, see guidance on how to
correctly identify EEE.

Source: Producer responsibilities GOV.UK

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-covered-by-the-weee-regulations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-covered-by-the-weee-regulations
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility
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https://weee.service.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers
https://www.gov.uk/rohs-compliance-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/rohs-compliance-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility
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If you do not register as a small producer or join a 
PCS you are committing an offence and may face 
enforcement action.

For more guidance on how to comply with environmental regulations as a producer:

● Waste electricals: producer responsibilities and regulations

Find out more about legislation and regulations here:

● WEEE Regulations 2013
● Producer responsibility regulations

Source: Producer responsibilities GOV.UK 

https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/waste-electricals-producer-responsibilities-briefing-paper/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/3113/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/producer-responsibility-regulations
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility


Vape retailer and 
distributor 
responsibilities
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https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store
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http://dts.valpak.co.uk/dts/DCF
http://dts.valpak.co.uk/dts/DCF
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weee-registered-producers-public-register
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weee-registered-producers-public-register
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/battery-waste-regulations-industry-briefing/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/battery-waste-regulations-industry-briefing/
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store
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Vapes should be 
collected and stored 
separately from other 
small electricals and 
batteries. 

In-store take-back: storing and 
disposing of waste electricals 
Check the conditions to see if you can store the waste temporarily before you dispose 
of it. To dispose of the waste you’ve collected you can do one of the following:

1. Contact a producer compliance scheme (PCS)
● Contact a PCS and agree arrangements and fees.

● The PCS will arrange for the waste to be recycled or prepared for reuse at an 
Approved Authorised Treatment Facility (AATF).

● You may be charged for the collection and transportation of the waste to the AATF 
or the PCS collection point.

2. Transport the waste yourself
● You can transport the waste to an AATF or PCS collection point yourself.

● You need to register as a waste carrier

● You may also need to follow the rules on transporting hazardous waste in:

– England and Wales

– Scotland

– Northern Ireland

See the list of approved PCSs and AATFs.
Source: Retailer and distributor responsibilities GOV.UK

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-exemption-nwfd-4-temporary-storage-at-a-collection-point
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers
https://www.gov.uk/waste-carrier-or-broker-registration
https://www.gov.uk/dispose-hazardous-waste/carriers
http://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/waste-carriers-and-brokers
https://www.gov.uk/hazardous-waste-movement-notice-northern-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store
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https://www.biffa.co.uk/biffa-insights/biffa-vape-takeback-scheme
mailto:services@biffa.co.uk
https://environcom.co.uk/recycling/
mailto:Alison.mitchell@environcon.co.uk
https://gapgroupuk.com/waste-processing/electrical-waste/vape-treatment-and-recovery/
mailto:waste@gapgroupuk.com
https://www.reconomy.com/products-services/vape-recycling/
mailto:enquiries@reconomy.com
https://www.sweeepkuusakoski.co.uk/services/
mailto:recycle@sweeep.co.uk
https://www.veolia.co.uk/services/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee
https://www.veolia.co.uk/contact-us
https://www.wastecare.co.uk/recycling-collection/electrical-waste/
mailto:recycling@wastecare.co.uk
https://wasteexperts.co.uk/vape-recycling/
mailto:info@wasteexperts.co.uk
https://www.cclnorth.com/
mailto:hello@cclnorth.com
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weee-regulations-distributor-templates
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weee-regulations-distributor-templates
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities
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https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/?resource_cat=retailers
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/account/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/?resource_cat=retailers
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/?resource_cat=retailers
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/?resource_cat=retailers
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/?resource_cat=retailers
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https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/?resource_cat=retailers
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/?resource_cat=retailers
https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/faq/how-do-i-delete-my-data/
https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/faq/how-do-i-delete-my-data/
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If you fail to comply with the WEEE regulations, you 
can be prosecuted and get an unlimited fine from a 
magistrates’ court or a Crown Court.

Find out more about legislation and regulations here:

● WEEE Regulations 2013
● Retailer and distributor responsibilities

Source: Retailer and distributor responsibilities GOV.UK 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/3113/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/non-compliance


For retailers and distributors

PCS Balancing 
Scheme (PBS)
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A distributor is any 
person in the supply 
chain who makes an 
item of EEE available 
on the market.

Who are EEE distributors?

Under the WEEE Regulations, “distributor” means any person in the supply chain who 
makes an item of EEE available on the market. 

This is usually the retailer who makes the vapes available for purchase by the end user.

A distributor may also be a producer.

What is EEE?
To decide if your product is EEE, see guidance on how to correctly identify EEE.

Source: vapespbs.org.uk

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-covered-by-the-weee-regulations
https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/
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Distributors can issue a 
regulation 43 request 
to a PCS to get access 
to free treatment to 
end-of-life vapes.

Regulation 43 requests

Under the WEEE Regulations, vape distributors can issue a regulation 43 request to a 
producer compliance scheme (PCS) to get access to free treatment to end-of-life 
vapes via the PCS Balancing System (PBS).

A regulation 43 request can only be issued when a distributor has end of life vapes 
ready to be collected and recycled.

The end of life vapes must be presented to the PCS in a compliant container at the 
expense of the distributor to ensure that the PCS is able to accept them into their 
system.

The distributor will also have to arrange for delivery of such container to the PCS’s 
appointed AATF at their own expense. This can usually be agreed directly with the 
AATF appointed for delivery.

More information
● Find out what information must be included as part of a regulation 43 request.

● To find a PCS to issue a regulation 43 request, the list of approved WEEE 
compliance schemes can be found on the government website.

● Download a template letter for submitting a regulation 43 request to a PCS here.

● Find out more information about the type of compliant containers which vapes 
taken back under distributor take-back obligations should be stored in.

Source: vapespbs.org.uk

https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/regulation-43-requests
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers
https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/regulation-43-requests
https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/compliant-containers
https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/
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https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
http://www.vapespbs.org.uk/record-keeping
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weee-regulations-distributor-templates
https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/
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Vapes separately 
collected at local 
authority HWRCs can 
have their collection 
and recycling funded 
via the PBS.

Collecting from HWRCs via the PCS 
Balancing System (PBS)

The mandatory Producer Compliance Scheme Balancing System (PBS) is part of the 
current UK WEEE Regulations. It has been modified to process regulation 34 requests 
arising at local authority household waste recycling centres (HWRCs).

That means that vapes collected separately at local authority HWRCs can have their 
collection and recycling funded via the PBS.

Local authorities may not currently have signage and containers etc in place at their 
HWRCs to collect vapes separately.
Any local authority wishing to collect vapes separately at an HWRC should contact the 
producer compliance scheme (PCS) they currently work with to discuss next steps.

● Contact your producer compliance scheme for advice to set it up.

● Register with Anthesis PBS.

● Collect vapes in separately recycling bin at HWRC.

● Clearly communicate separately recycling bins to the public.

Source: wsfpbs.anthesisgroup.com

https://wsfpbs.anthesisgroup.com/
https://wsfpbs.anthesisgroup.com/
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https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
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– Ban on the incineration of vapes.
– Ban on the sale of single-use vapes (and guidance).
– Response to the producer responsibility consultation.

Government 
updates
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https://www.letsrecycle.com/news/whole-vapes-incinerated-ea-says/
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The sale of single-use 
vapes will be applied in 
the UK from 

1 June 2025.

A ban on the sale of single-use 
vapes

● The ban will include all single-use vapes.

● The Government has laid legislation to introduce the ban.

● Businesses will have until 1 June 2025 to sell any remaining stock and prepare for 
the ban coming into force.

● The UK Government and Devolved Governments have worked closely and will align 
coming into force dates.

What does this mean for vape responsibilities?

● In terms of producer and retailer recycling obligations, this doesn’t change 
anything.

● Retailers have a responsibility to take back any single-use vapes purchased before 
and after the ban that are brought into store for recycling.

Source: Government crackdown on single-use vapes GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-crackdown-on-single-use-vapes
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/single-use-vapes-ban
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/single-use-vapes-ban
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/electrical-waste-reforming-the-producer-responsibility-system
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/electrical-waste-reforming-the-producer-responsibility-system
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/electrical-waste-reforming-the-producer-responsibility-system
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/electrical-waste-reforming-the-producer-responsibility-system
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https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
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We are an independent, 
not-for-profit organisation saving
valuable, critical and finite 
materials from going to waste by
making it easier for everyone 
across the UK to fix, donate and
recycle their electricals. 
We do this through..

Insights
We identify, produce and share insights to 
improve the UK e-waste system and inform 
policy decisions.

Investments
We identify and fund projects that make it 
easier to reuse and recycle; or that encourage 
circular design. 

Inspiration
We inspire, educate and encourage the UK 
public to fix, donate, sell and recycle their 
unwanted electricals through our Recycle 
Your Electricals campaign.
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