
Letter from the Leader 
of the Council
Dear Resident 

Next year’s council tax for Croydon services will increase by 3.99% - the lowest
increase for five years. This is in line with the promise made by the newly-
elected Council last May and means that the average household will be 

asked to pay a relatively modest addition of 78p a week for council services in 2007/08. 

This figure is also below the current 4.2% rate of inflation and will ensure that Croydon retains its
position as the 6th lowest for council tax for outer London in 2007/08 based on the level of funding
received from central government, and below the outer London average council tax level.

As well as keeping our promise to keep this year’s council tax increase as low as possible, the
Council is investing in those services local residents have said matter most to them.  Some of the
things we shall be doing in 2007/08 include:

✓ Investing more than £1m on a better recycling service to make it easier for residents to recycle

✓ Introducing a network of 29 new local neighbourhood enforcement officers to work with the
police to help local neighbourhoods feel safer, and to keep them looking better

✓ Progressing the roll-out of a borough-wide street lighting programme  

✓ Continuing our programme to regenerate district centres in Coulsdon, Purley, 
New Addington and Waddon

✓ Opening the first of four brand new centres to provide residential and day care  
for the elderly and vulnerable

The Council is planning to do a lot more than this over the next three years to improve services for
residents and we’ve set this out in our new 3-year Corporate Plan which we will publish in April on
our website at www.croydon.gov.uk

We believe Croydon continues to be treated unfairly by central Government for funding purposes.
Croydon’s 2.7% minimum increase in Government grant for this year is below inflation, below the
average for outer London councils and below the average for councils across the country. If Croydon
were to receive more from central Government the Council would be able to invest a lot more in
local services and to keep Council Tax at an affordable level.  These were the main reasons why the
Fair Deal campaign was launched last summer. It is important that the voice of Croydon is heard by
central Government over the coming months as they consider our funding for the next three years.
The aim is to try to get a fairer, more just financial deal for Croydon. If you have not yet done so and
would like to demonstrate support for the Fair Deal campaign, please look on the Council’s website
www.croydon.gov.uk for more information and an opportunity to sign the petition.

Mike Fisher 
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

March 2007
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